
Village People of West Salem
P.O. Box 10
West Salem, WI 54669

Annual Meeting of the

 Village People of West Salem

Thursday, November 11, 2010,  6:30 p.m.

Westview Inn, West Salem

Come and enjoy a social and informative evening 
with a brief review of the year’s activities, plus
a special presentation by Randy Sanford, PE,

 Project Manager with SEH for the downtown Pathways project.
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The Village People 

of West Salem -

Working Today for West 

Salem’s Tomorrow

Our Mission
We facilitate ideas, programs and 

projects that will benefit our community.

Who are the Village People?

• We are a non-profit downtown 
volunteer revitalization 
organization established 
November 2000 

• We are private citizens, 
businesses and property owners 
willing to invest time and 
financial resources to improve 
our community  

• We are supportive of youth in 
our community 

The Village People organization 

is comprised of the following 

committees:

• Oversight Committee 
• Downtown Business 

Development Committee 
• Youth Committee 
• Planning and Organization 

Committee 
• Appearance Committee 

Why are the Village People 

focusing on Downtown?

• To re-establish the core of our 
community 

• To preserve historic value 
• Our downtown is a reflection of 

how our community sees itself 
• Our downtown represents a 

significant portion of our 
community's tax base 

• It includes unique shopping and 
service opportunities such as 
legal, medical, insurance, 
antiques, specialty shops, 
restaurants and government 
offices 

• Downtowns can be a major 
tourist destination 

• To provide a sense of community 
and place 

    Board Members

    Ernie Tourville, President
    Steve Zeman, Vice-President
    Cheryl Brenengen, Treasurer
    Anne M. Loomis, Secretary
    Paula Martell
    Eric Bauer
    Sharon Fuller
    Chris Hardie
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Message from the President

I may not live in the village but I have 

always believed in the cause. My 

mailing address is La Crosse, but I live 

in Barre Mills. I was in West Salem 

before there was a bike trail shelter, 

Boys and Girls Club, farmers market, 

community and candidate forums, and 

soon I’ll be able to say I was there 

before the Pathways project.  I was there 

working in the background, helping 

when needed or when called upon, 

sometimes giving advice, sometimes a 

sketch or a drawing. One year ago at the 

annual meeting the Village People called 

upon me to help again, this time at the 

board level; I gladly accepted. 

What I did not know at that time was 

that in the very near future I would be 

nominated for and voted in as President. 

You might be thinking to yourself, 

“Why would this guy want to be 

president of the Village People when he 

doesn’t even live in the village?” One 

answer: Because I believe in the cause.

When a group of volunteers selflessly 

work year in and year out without 

fanfare and without public recognition 

all for the greater good of a community, 

how can you not believe in the cause? 

When a group of people with a vision 

can get together and tirelessly work on a 

community project and see it thru to the 

end; why wouldn’t you believe in the 

cause?

Ten years have passed since the start of 

the Village People (of West Salem), and 

they have yet to put on costumes and 

sing and dance to a catchy tune, but they 

are about to realize one of the very first 

goals set forth by that group of 

visionaries. 

The goal simply was to enhance the 

downtown and improve the traffic flow 

into the downtown area. In the spring of 

2011 Pathways will start construction. It 

is designed to improve bicycle and 

pedestrian circulation from the bike trail 

and in and around the downtown area, 

enhancing the aesthetic by adding 

decorative concrete sidewalks, historic 

lighting, benches and planters. This 

work is made possible, in part, because 

of Transportation Enhancement funding 

obtained from the Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation and 

assistance from the leaders on the West 

Salem Village Board. It would not have 

happened without the concept, design, 

grant research, grant proposal work and 

the diligence of the Village People. 

The intent of this message is not to boast 

of accomplishments, but to congratulate 

and thank all who have worked on 

Pathways and other achievements within 

our community that make West Salem a 

better place to live. 

These successes are made possible by 

hard working, community minded 

people who believe in the cause. If you 

are reading this newsletter it is because 

you have been a volunteer of the Village 

People, have donated to the Village 

People, have had an association with one 
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of our projects or because we would like 

for you to join us in our cause. 

I am humbled by the position bestowed 

upon me, and sincerely appreciate all the 

efforts of past presidents and volunteers 

that helped bring good things to the 

community of West Salem.  I look 

forward to spring and the next milestone 

of the Pathways project to begin.

Ernie Tourville

President 

Village People of West Salem

Pathways

You have been reading about 
PATHWAYS, the downtown streetscape 
project, in the newsletter for some years 
now. The Village People initiated the 
project from its conception, and now we 
see the many years of persistent and 
positive work turning to reality. 

The Village of West Salem is in the 
process of utilizing the expertise of Short 
Elliott Hendrickson Inc., (SEH), to plan 
and design the project. SEH is a firm of 
engineers, architects and planners, with 
expertise in landscape design and 
downtown revitalization. They held two 
community input listening sessions this 
summer and have begun the design 
phase of PATHWAYS. The listening 
sessions gave the downtown merchants 
and residents the opportunity to see the 
project area and description, as well as, 
voice any needs or concerns with the 
project. The area of the project includes 
proposed improvements to Leonard 

Street, Memorial Drive, Elm Street, Mill 
Street and Hamilton Street. The 
Transportation Enhancement program 
reimburses 80% of the approved project 
cost, with the remaining 20% being 
Village portion.

 PATHWAYS will include needed street 
lighting, street furniture, landscaping, 
colored concrete areas, required ADA 
facilities and multi-use pathways. It will 
provide much needed safety features 
benefiting bicyclists, pedestrians, 
tourists, and downtown businesses and 
employees. These amenities are also 
aimed at attracting tourism to the 
downtown, connecting downtown to the 
La Crosse River State Trail, and 
increasing pedestrian and bike travel in 
downtown and in adjoining 
neighborhoods. 

 If one references the West Salem 
Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 2008, 
Chapter 3, Transportation; the goals, 
objectives and recommendations of this 
chapter reflect the results of 
PATHWAYS. Several examples of these 
include: “To improve safety at key or 
busy intersections and existing or 
potentially hazardous areas”, “Improve 
traffic safety by requiring transitions 
between different transportation modes, 
such as; crosswalks, bike crossings, 
traffic calming measures and/ or 
appropriate signage,” “improved 

pedestrian/bicycle facilities” and 
“Provide an attractively designed 
transportation system.” For more details 
reference the 2008 West Salem 
Comprehensive Plan.
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Preliminary plans by SEH are due, 
November 1, 2010; final plan approval, 
March 2010; and construction scheduled 
to begin in, May 2011. There’s a lot of 
work yet to be done, and we appreciate 
the extra hours the Economic 
Development Advisory Committee, 
Street Committee, Village Board, and 
Village Administrator, Teresa 
Schnitzler, have already put into this 
project. 

The Village People credits the many 
supporters over the years for helping to 
make this project happen. The Village 
People, Working Today for West 
Salem’s Tomorrow!

Please plan to attend our annual meeting 
and social event, November 11, 2010, 

6:30 pm at Westview Inn, West Salem.

Randy Sanford, P.E. with Short Elliott 
Hendrickson Inc. (SEH) will make a 
brief presentation on the West Salem 
Pathways project. 

Farmer’s Market 

Every Wednesday, from June to 
October, area residents have had the 
opportunity to purchase fresh 
homegrown produce.  This year’s 
Farmer’s Market, affected by the 
weather, was down in both numbers of 
vendors and shoppers.  Hopefully, next 
year both will increase, and we will 

again see a busy market by the 
downtown bike shelter.

We would like to sincerely thank the 
following for taking the time every week 
to display the Farmer’s Market yard 
signs:  Errol Kindschy, Denise Jones, 
Judy Morzinski, Brenengen Chevrolet, 
Pat Hofer, Carol Unser, Union State 
Bank and the I-90 Cenex Truck Stop.

To have a successful Market, we need 
promoters, vendors and shoppers. 
“Thank You” to all involved!
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Up-date Boys N’ Girls Club of 

West Salem…

Can you believe that the Boys & Girls 

Club of the West Salem Area has been 

open for almost 3 ½ years already?  

Time passes quickly when you’re having 

fun, and that’s what kids are doing every 

weekday at our “Positive Place for 

Kids.”  Lots of fun took place this 

summer, such as:

Weekly Activities:  Arts ‘n Crafts, Read 
2 Rover, Swimming Club, Cooking 
101and Exciting Experiments

Special Programs: 

• Biking With Bob – Norwalk Tunnel 

• Fishing Club with The Friends of 
Lake Neshonoc – tubing, boating, 
fishing & picnic lunch provided for 
FREE 2 times this summer.  

• P.L.A.Y. (Participating in the Lives 
of Area Youth) – FREE week long 
field trips and activities through the 
La Crosse County Police 
Department.  

• Boys Sleepovers and Girls P.J. 
Parties

• Field Trips:  Paint ball, laser tag, 
Fort McCoy Beach, Henry Vilas Zoo 
in Madison, Tomah Aquatic Center, 
Mt. Olympus, Hiking at Perrot State 
Park

There were lots of changes this fall as 
well.   Not only are we back into after-
school activities, but our Club leadership 
is in transition.  Our site director, Deana 
Protz, has taken a position closer to her 
home. She is now the Program Director 
at the Tomah Boys & Girls Club.  We 
have been fortunate to have her with us 
for the past 2 ½ years and she will be 
missed by our kids, the Club staff, the 
West Salem Advisory Board and a 
community that benefited from her time 
spent in West Salem.  We wish Deana 
all the best as she starts a new chapter in 
her life!  We can always count on 
change in every aspect of life and the 
running of the Club is no exception.  

Family Fun Night

September 9th was the date of the 2nd 

annual Family Fun Night held at the 

Lion’s Club Shelter.  This event brought 

children and families together for a fun 

time with games, prizes, silent auction, 

food and DJ.  The event was sponsored 

by the Village People, organized by a 

sub-committee of the WSB&GC 

Advisory Board, supported by the 

generosity of local businesses and 

depended on volunteers and B&GC staff 

to run the event.  In addition to all the 

fun, this collaborative effort raised 

$2,321.13 for our local club!  THANK 

YOU ALL!  GREAT JOB.
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(Left to right: Eric Tourville, Eric Bauer, Ernie  

Tourville, Anne Loomis and Katie Loomis)

The Village People of West Salem Brat 
Fundraiser at IGA, for the Boys N’ Girls 
Club of West Salem

Thank you to all volunteers that 

worked our Saturday grilling 

days at Hansen’s IGA!

Steve Zeman
Eric Bauer
Richard & Anne Loomis
Katie Loomis 
Ernie Tourville
Aric Tourville
Sharon Fuller
Paula Martell
Helen Harold
Jeanne Meyer
Robert Hubbard & 
               Mary Hubbard
Gloria Pralle
Dean Buchanan
Heidi Dummer
Chris Hardie
Pat & Dave Hoffer
Vicki Miller
Cheryl Brenengen
Errol Kindschy

Join Us!

A Call to Action:
Please become a Village People 
Member.  

We can call on you for community-
based efforts, keep you informed with 
our quarterly newsletter, and invite 
you to attend our annual meeting held 
each fall.

Send us your contact information to:
VillagePeopleWestSalem@charter.net

Include your:
Name
Address
Telephone
Email

******************************

The Village People always 
appreciates your tax deductible 
contributions to our work.  Your 
financial support plays a vital role in 
“working today for west Salem’s 
tomorrow”.

Please send your contribution to:
  Village People of West Salem
             P.O. Box 10
     West Salem, WI  54669
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